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1: List of the Sunday Reading, 8th May 2016 Bulletin No 20/16
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The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.
They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the king of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:
‘Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.” At first his disciples
did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written
about him and that these things had been done to him. Now the crowd that was with him when he called
Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because
they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So the Pharisees said to one another,
“See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!”

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. They came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to
tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to
be glorified.
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2: A short interpretation of the Gospel reading under the title The hard sayings’
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On the Sunday following the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord, the Armenian Church celebrates “Second”
Palm Sunday. The name of the feast has been derived from Palm Sunday, which precedes Easter. In the
week leading up to His betrayal, crucifixion and resurrection, the “first” Palm Sunday symbolized the triumphant
entry of Christ into Jerusalem where people met Him with great joy and glorified His Holy Name. The Second
Palm Sunday is the commemoration of the triumphant entry of the Ascended Christ into the Heavenly Jerusa-
lem, where the angels meet him with great happiness and delight.

According to tradition, during St. Gregory the llluminator’s imprisonment in the pit, he was visited every day by
the same angel. However one day, the angel did not come. The following morning, St. Gregory inquires to the
reason for his absence, to which the angel responds that during the Ascension, Christ had passed through the
ranks of the Angels, and they celebrate that feast each year. The angel visiting St. Gregory was from the fourth
class of angelic hosts, and thus, on the fourth day following the Ascension, his rank of angels commemorates
and celebrates Christ’'s Ascension to heaven every year.

St. Gregory of Datev, one of the greatest theologians of the Armenian Church, has a famous interpretation of
this event. Prior to His Ascension, the ranks of angels, except for the lowest class, who served Christ during
His earthly life, were not aware of Christ’'s incarnation for the salvation of man. St. Gregory’s commentary
states that when the Lord was passing through the ranks of angels, they were surprised and asked, “Who was
that powerful king?” The angels accompanying Christ thus informed them. This dialogue of angels is presented
in the Holy Bible, in the book of Psalms:

“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.”
“Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.”

“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.”
“Who is this King of glory?”

“The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory.” (Psalms 24:7-10).



The angelic dialogue is exhibited for us, when it is heard during the Divine Liturgy, as the deacon approaches
the celebrant priest with the chalice during the Great Entrance (Verapehroom).

Second Palm Sunday is one more reminder of the Ascension of Christ and grants us the hope for ascending
to heaven after our deaths, and being in the bliss of God’s presence.

3: List of the Feasts celebrated in the Armenian church
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4: zngkhwtighuwnp - Memorial Service

A memorial service at St Yeghiche Armenian Church is requested:

By Mr Abraham Avakian and Family, Mr &Mrs Hagop Avekian and Family for the soul of their
Mother and Grandmother the late AROUSIAG KOLANDJIAN AVAKIAN on the 7"
day memorial of her passing, and for their Father and Grandfather the late HOVANNES
AVAKIAN on the 3%° year memorial of his passing and for all the old and new deceased
members of the AVAKIAN and KOLANDJIAN Families.

By Mr & Mrs Armig Jraghatsbanian and Family, Mr & Mrs Albert Jraghatsbanian and Family
and Mr & Mrs Hagop Avekian and Family for the soul of their Parents and Grandparents the

late ROZIK and JOHN JRAGHATSBANIAN and for all the old and new deceased
members of JRAGHATSBANIAN Family.

May the Lord rest the souls of the deceased members of our community in peace and console
their loved ones with the comforting power of His Holy Spirit.

ENQUIRIES:

For ecclesiastical/parish matters including requests for Christenings, Home Blessing (Dnorhnek),
Hokehankist requests, Donations in Lieu of Flowers, arrangements for Marriages and other church
administrative matters please contact Mr Viken Haladjian, telephone: 07970 146 280 or 020 7373
8133 or by emailing info@styeghiche.org.uk

Alternatively pleased approach a member of the Parish Council at church every Sunday after Ba-
darak.

Please remember our Church in your prayers.
ANNOUNCEMENT:

Your kind donations are gratefully accepted:

In order to meet the ever increasing church functioning expenses, The St Yeghiche Parish Council
would like to appeal to all members of the community for their annual membership dues and gen-
erous donations.

Please complete this form and hand your donation to the members of the Parish Council at the
side entrance of the Church. Alternatively please post your cheque to: St Yeghiche Armenian
Church Parish c/o Dr. Setrag Karanfilian, 13b Cranley Gardens, and Kensington London, SW7
3BB. Please make your cheques payable to: “St Yeghiche Armenian Church”.

Alternatively you can arrange your donation by bank transfer to our St Yeghiche Armenian Church
Parish Ltd Account at:

HSBC, Acc.no: 42674432, Sort code: 40-02-26, IBAN: GB73MIL40022642674432, BIC: MID-
LGB2106F

| wishtodonate £ .................. to the St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish.
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