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1: Today’s Scripture Reading, 10th May 2026 Bulletin 23/2026

Sixth Sunday of Easter

UNULGULLELOE SNCPO6LLL 20:17-38
<pudtipmh juoup Gihtiunuh ipktghtipnii

Uhjtinnukth Monnu mip npltig Gihtiunu ti Ghtintiginy tiptgbtinpn hp pny Juibstg: Gpp
wilintp b, puun wtnbg.
—nip wmbdwdp ghutp, pL Quhw quniu wnweht opkl h Ytin h'oswku Jupnitiguy atigh hti,
wipnne wju  dudwbwluidhynght: Wdkbtuwyd  pmbwphnipbudp G jutwha mpgmﬁpnq
dwnuyligh Shpng, <ptwbtipnit Ghipwd pninp thnpdanishrbbtipp
Unpbny: Ghwnkp, phL phur spuwpnitiguy atiqul, ogqumuljwup pwbbpni |
dwuhlt puoutigwy bt unpybignigh atgh, hpuwyupulur puy ek \ Y
wniLitipne dke: (¢F <ptwbitipnit ti pE htpwinubbpnith mnih tnyh ».« et
Yyuymphitp . wwwnguidpt  wwwpuwpnipliudp Qunnidny N & '.\ v“
nunbuwne tir dtip Shpne 8huniu -Lphunnup hwrwmune: ~

<piw, whuwiwuhl, Unipp <nghhlt Wnnuing banuLurltli
tppud: Qtid ghwtipn pL hndt W'ty whwnh wwwwhh hbodh: U'huljh
ghnty, pk wnith 0ty punuph dky Unipp <nghll lPwiqnupupk hadh &
pubny et pwbmwpyniphit b Ginmphid §p vyguuki htdh: Puyg
hnqu k. htdh hwdwp Yuptiinpp Jtwbpu oF, wy §'niqbid ¥
nipwpiniptiudp  hp  Jwpibwbthtt hwugity ujuwd  gnpou, wylh ™=
wuwpywolp np Sktp 8humu wmmun htdh™ Quunnidny pbnphpp i
wibnwpubityne: Paul's Farewell to the Elders

<piw ghwtd, phL wunihtmbti whwnh smbublibtp qhu: Glwy atgh pnnphn, petiguy tio
Wunniony wppuynipphiin puwpngtigh, ti whunwuhly 4p juymupuptid wyuon™ el huhntu
hwiinwpu £, npnghtimtic wnwiilg pupnitint juymbiigh atigh Qunnidny Judpp: <uljigt’p atip
wbatipnih L atip wdpnne honhii, npnilt mbiuny Juipngtig atiq Unipp <nghti: <nynitigt’p Shpng
tijtintighti, np wlt hp wphiiny qiitig: OApmyhtimbte ghwntd, ph hd dionudbu top juhymulhs
quyitip Wwhnh dnbkb atp dke, npnip whwnh syt homphti: Qtip dketh tiu whwh Gkl
dwnnhy, npnip upuwy pwbitipn whnh ntuniguiti, hunmwnmwgtiwgittinp hptig tnbitkh b nu
hwdwp: <tmbtiwpwunp wppenib tnkp, jhotigkp pL h'tyybu tptip mwuph winunup, ghpip nu
gtiptiy, wipgniipny pupuwntigh hipwpwbshipny: 6o hhdw atqyp jubattid Qunnidny G hp
ptinphph  Uitkmmwpuitht, np Ypbwy atq hngtinpuwytu wétghty i hp pnnp unmppbtipnih
dwnwbqulhg nupabt): Otk dEynih wpdwpehd, nujhhtt jud hwgniunpitt sgubljugh: “knip
htipthtt ghwntp, pE hd wyu dtinptipnju pwhtiguwy i hnqugh L hd b pE putpuyhgbtipniu
whtwmpbipp: 6L Jtiwblphu ophtwny gnyg mnih” ph wyuybu Wtnp £ wphuunh) tie mjupbtipnih
oqbti], jhotiiny wytl fuoupp np Skp Bhuniu hiip puun, pE «Wikjh Gppwbjuptp £ wwp, pub
wnbbp»:

bp huoupp Ytppwgutyk tnp, Monnu pnjnphtt htin dn1tyh Gljun tie wnopetg: Aninpp uljuwb
up G Nonnuh yhghtt thwpeenitiny Yp hwdpnipthtt ghtip: Up dnpinpthtt dwbwiwbng wtnp
hwdwip, np §’pukp’ pl wyjtivu ghtip whnh smtintitit: Yuyyu wtinp ptyipuygligut dhbstie tu:

Our Aim;

St Yeghiche Armenian Church aims to be the church for the whole community; a place where
those who have faith and those who yet to find it or renew it, can come together as a family
of God’s children; a place where all will be received with tolerance, understanding and friend-
ship.


http://www.styeghiche.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche

2: A short interpretation of the Scripture reading

Acts 20:17-38

From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When they arrived, he said to
them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the
province of Asia. I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe
testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents. You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything
that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. I have declared
to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen
to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are
facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s
grace.

“Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will
ever see me again. Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of
you. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep watch over yourselves
and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of
God, ¢ which he bought with his own blood. 2 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in
among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the
truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Remember that for three
years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you
an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or
clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the
needs of my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must
help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive.’ ”

When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. They all wept
as they embraced him and kissed him. What grieved them most was his statement that they would
never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.

ShUNFU LrPUSNAUDP UFESULUEY LUS 3NJLUELULEUD 9:39-10:10
Shuniu puu. «6u wyu wphuwphp Glwy” nuuuunwth huwdwp,

duwphutightiipth ndwbp, np hptd htnm thb, iy wuhluw' puhtt hpkb.
«Uhpt Ut’top wy Ynyp Ghp»: 8huniu puun wbtndg. «Gpk Ynp ppuyhp’ dtinp
sthp nmotiwp. puyg hhdw J'pukp. “Up mtulitp”. mptadt atip dtnpp Yp
dby atip Ypuy»: -

«Sdwnumuy by, Giwpunuybtu §p juyumupuptd atgh. “W@h np
nnikh sh dnbbip nshuwpbiipni puyp” hwwyw niphy wmtink Yp pupapuibg,
wbhljw gnn i wmwquy L puyg w't np nnik jp dndll nghawpiitipnit
hnyhit £”: dnbwuwqubp 4p pwbuwy wbtnp, G nshawpbtipp Yp upth wanp
awybp. hp ng}umphhpn Up Quist hptitg winiiing ni nnipu Yp hwbk FRES
qubnbp: Gpp hwilk hp nshuwpbbpp’ Phppuwy wbnbg wnetikh, ni g =
nshuwpbtippn  4Yp  htwtiht pptt  npnghtimbe 4p Gubshwmb  hp Blind ma regalns Slght
awyin: Uwluytt sttt htimtithp omwph dp” hwww Yp thwpushtt wtiyk,
npnihtimbie st Gwbsiiup omwiphitipne dwytipy: Shuniu puur wiintig wyu wnwip, puyg wanbp
sEhtr hwulyiup i b Ep' np Yp fuoutp hptig:

Miptidt Bhuniu nuipdbiwy puu wiinbgg. «&Ww nuuy by, 6)dw puuybu Yp juymupuptid

Dear Parishioners and Armenian Community Members:

The Sunday collection plate circulating during Divine Liturgy is for all to contribute each Sunday
in order to have a thriving church. Our Lord Jesus Christ told us in Matthew 17:24-27. Your dona-
tion, participation and support is vital, not only by attending the church but also with your time and
financial contribution to our church. Please be generous and help to keep the doors of the St
Yeghiche Armenian Church open and provide all the services.



https://biblehub.com/niv/acts/20.htm#footnotes
https://biblehub.com/niv/acts/20.htm#footnotes

atigh. “Gu bl nshuwupbitipnilt nninp”: Pnnp wiindp” np Gt htadk wnwy, gnn i wwwquly
Ehi, puyg nshuwpbbtipp dinhyy spphtt wbinbg: “Gu Gd nninp”. Gt dkyp tbpu dndk htadE whwnh
thpynih. whunh dwnblk n Gk, Ge wpon quniik: Gnnp niphp pwth hwdwp sh quip, puyg dhuyi'
gnnbwny, uyubbbnt i Ynpudigitiine hwdwp: Gu tjuy np Jhw'tp nibtitwb, G njunipbwdp
niL it

The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John 9:39-10:10

Jesus said, = “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those
who see will become blind.”

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?”

Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can
see, your guilt remains.
The Good Shepherd and His Sheep

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd
of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger;
in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” Jesus used
this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who have
come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. I am the gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved. “ They will come in and go out, and find pasture. The

thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to
the full.

Dear Armenian Community Members.

Our Lord has asked us all, to donate 10% of our income to our church.

As Christians do you follow this commend?

Your contribution will be used towards the running expenses of your church, keep St
Yeghiche Armenian Church doors open and a worm place for raising your prayers to our Lord.
Have a full time clergy to attend to all your spiritual needs and services. Don’t rely on others to pro-
vide alone, do your part and be generous. Thank You

St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR 2026 According to the Lectionary of the Armenian Apostolic Church
11 May 1) Luke 16:1-31; 2) Acts 21:1-14; 1 John 3:7-10; John 10:11-21; 3) Matthew 17:14-20;

4) Mark 9:14-28

12 May 1) Luke 17:1-19; 2) Acts 21:15-26; 1 John 3:10-20; John 10:22-42; 3) Matthew 17:21-
18:9; 4) Mark 9:29-49

13 May 1) Luke 17:20-37; 2) Acts 21:27-36; 1 John 3:21-4:6; John 11:1-46; 3) Matthew 18:10-
35;4) Mark 10:1-12

14 May  Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ
1) Luke 18:1-14; 2) Acts 1:1-14; Matthew 28:16-20; 3) Matthew 19:1-15; 4) Mark 10:13
-27

15May 1) Luke 18:15-34; 2) Acts 21:37-22:29; 1 John 4:7-21; John 11:47-54; 3) Matthew 19:16
-20:16; 4) Mark 10:28-32

16 May 1) Luke 18:35-19:28; 2) Acts 22:30-23:11; 1 John 5:1-12; John 11:55-12:11;
3) Matthew 20:17-28; 4) Mark 10:33-45

Safeguarding and Health and Safety issues are taken seriously by Saint Yeghiche Armenian Church,
copies of the policy document are available for view, for any related issues please report or contact
members of the parish council.


https://biblehub.com/niv/john/9.htm#footnotes
https://biblehub.com/niv/john/10.htm#footnotes

3: This week’s message from our Priest in Charge

Utijiimphibh ti hnglitnp wuwwmgwd Uiinmwpwith wju opniwy phiplingniwdhg.
L0/hUSNU 3UrsUF b UGNELNS

«Uhptjhtitp, wydd Qunodny nppphbitip Gbp. i ptin juymbh by ok L hty Ghp jhobne:
G-hwtitip, np Gpp Lw juynbineh, thatne Ghp Lpw tdwb, pwith np Lpwb wtbbne Ghp wybwkuy,
htsytu Gu juy» (W. 8nyh. 3.2):

Swbinit <op tir Npniny tie <ngrnjt Uppny. wdki:

Lphunnunmy Qundny npnhbbip G nnunmpbip nupdwd pupbljudabp,

Onlsh Unipp Swipnmiphibop dbkg b nne wphuwuphh hwdwip uptinp £ ny wybpwd hppti
wuniwui thwuwm, nppult phpptic dwpnpniptwip  Jtpuljubqinn G Japuhnjunn
xwipniijuijub plipugp (process):

Shtiniiiph wyu motimjuitr yppwitth Juptinpugnyt funyniditiphg Wkyp whkwp £ jhtth dtip
hngtiinp Gtipjuy Jhewyp, npny Juithiwmghwtih jp nuntuy twtie dtip hngnt wygququi: Gyu
wnniiny Juiptivnp £ 8huniuh 8wpniphiip nhmwplty tpkly dudwbwljuyghtt g tiph dky.

W. wbgbuy - bpptii wignd <hd ijunhg ntwyh Unp OQijun, Quwndny htnm
Jupwptipniptimt tnp  Jppwil, btpp  dwpnniptut  quuuuit Guop Stp S8huniu
Lphunnu, hsh Yypuy gnhwptipnitijnig jhnn bp Swpniptiudp tnp pupuppewitt wnnitig
dwpnniptiwbp:

£, tpquy - Lphunnup Swupniptiwb wgntigniphiin dwppnptwi it widbuwytu dhq
Ypuy: bty minitig, h’ty thnthnpuniehil ptiptig wphuwph, h’ty inue htimtiiwbipp:

Q. wyuquy - Bwpniphiing ujuniwd nupuppewiit hp Jpugnidp, Ytpgtwljubh
Juunwpbtjugnpdnidp  §'nibtibuy  Lphunnup tppnpn qupunbwbtp, tpp  Ghekighiwtitinp
Jupniphit Wwhnh wnbtbki, Whtn nguuwuwnwbp jhth, swph Ytpptwjuit yupuniphiop
wmbtulinth i dtip® Shpng htim hunhmtiwy bu jhop uywiin:

b Jtpyon), Qumniwodnpnnt” 8huniu Lphumnu wphuwph qup, Judwinpupwnp owsnibp,
Junpniphil wnbt)b ni Gpihtp hwdpupdnit)t wphuwphh wipwpnidhg ujuwd dhostie Juputwib
dtowgnyh jinuhnpuniphiip tnur wdpnne wpupsniptiut hwdwn: Qahoniwd i dwhniwb
Jupwl unmwugwd wpuwpsniphiiip @plyny  ophtinipphit, Gnpngnid, Jbpuubqbimyd G
hngtinpupwun qupqugnid unwgu:

Wipniym wdkh dh Jhnp wdpnnowijutt ghnwijutt wphounmiphiitiph dhip Jupnn k jhity:
Puyg thnpatitip Juptiinp dh pwbth 2tipnmunpnidtipny yuwnbipp junwly nuipabty:

Utig hwdwp, hppte pwbwjub i wmbdwh hngh nibtignn wpupwottn, Juptionp k
ghnbi nt hwumwnmuy bu hwmwnwy Gundny Junupbtuyg puph jhonid G wdkh pud puph
unbtindtnt wumnmwdwght oSpugphtt nt mtupujuttht: Uwpnni wpupnithg winwy hptipmuyh
wyunwipniphirab nt yipudnidp uvwnwbtiwgh, wnwghtt dwipnnt wthbwquiinniphirip, wakop
ni. dwh dwnwbgnip wquu Judpny Shpnop dtipndtint wipnphip £ Qundnit uhpbijno
yuluwuh b hyuwpuni ptiui whinmwoht Jupwyjh htintivwbp E, Gpp wpupuop Wpupsho te bp
npwd Junpghtt £ hmjunwljpimd ti jupnitwuljmd hngbiinp dwhwptip Jupujh mupuwdnidn:
Whqud Gpihpt wyn wbkdph muy £ dnbinid, pwtth np hp puquiinp ni pbundp mwutinn dwipnt
L wbhonmwod: Wpwpshg bt wpwpsniphihg onmwpugwd dwpnp, Unpghtng Wuwndny
ghnniphitipn, uunid £ yphdhnht nunbw) G hpplic wunnuwd iyt Yninptphtt
wnwpniwd thiptiphtt: Uw £ wyb yhtwlyh, htsht punuyuipumniwd E dwpnt winwilg Qundny:
Shiwy nuntwbtp Ytiptiinid jhotiugg pppwbititiphi.

W. Lphunnuh quniuni wwpni £ nincd hwqupuitwyjittip mbiiwd hngbliinp adnwb b
uljhgp nuntnid hngni qupnith gupuypowith: Bwnpeinid £ dupnniptut dhowgnyh
P2twdht G dwpnluitg npnhttipp Qundny Opnny Yny £ unwiimd hwwwwnuy, djpunnity tio
nunbtw] Qundn) npph:

£, Lphunnuny uljumwd hngtiinp  wquuugpnip  pwpnibwlpumd - plipting
huniptinhwtmip hwrwuwpniptiub, hupwniptwd e wunmwdwht uhpmy hpwp juwnipno
tnp hwuwpuwjupg: <ngtitnp Yyaputhnpadwt wprynilip G wypbne, niudwh, wphoumwibiph,
pnidiwd, piwdph hunwuwp hbwpunpnipbwd ywydwbbtipp, tpp dwipn uhpny hp qqugnida
wnpunuwyuwynnid E wnuntjugniu hp ogqmujupniphiiin ptiptgnt wyng: Muwunwhwlyjub sk, np
Upenipbwb, pdyniptwuil, ghnniptwi, wmthuthjuyh, wiqui hwuwwpujujubt jiwbph ti
Jupwptipnehibbtph  qupqugdwbt  gjluuinp opwpublitin nuipdwit hthg  pphunnbbwljub
tpyptitint m hwuwpuyniphrbdbbpn:




Uwluwyt Juuwptiug yJhtwyhtt hwubtn dhpm powbgqupnmid - G hygupuonniptiub
wbauyuym gqugnidt ni uhpny yujuup hwitinby Qunniwd tie dwipn:

Q.. Utp wyu yhtwlp Ytpptwluimp & wyd thnhnpumptwid, np phpkhg Lphunnu
wfuwuphhii: Mnnnu wnwpbwp quhp yhéwlh dwuhd £ wuyupynid” wutng. «Wdd mbubinid
tilip winow, howytu wyuunytipp huytine dky. hull wyb dwudiwbwl] whwh hth nkdwnnbd: Uydd
>winhg phsp ghnbid, hu] wyb dudwbwy Yp ghntiiwd” htsyhbu np bGw Gwbwstig hta» (W.
Unplip. 13.12)

Lphunnup Gpipnpn qupuntimbb £, np whnp E jhoh hudpinhwtnip jupniphd,
nuunwunwb, tnp Gplaph Gr tnp Gpiph hwunwnnd, Qundny htin junhmtiuy bu jhitine
ptpypuwbp, mp sh thtth gu, hhrwbtinniphih b dwh: bosybu jnhniphiiab L jwbph mbtuwly, np
nunimd £ yquupuumniphit wibjh junwptug jtwbph, wjiybu § dudwbwljuonp wyu
wfuwuphnid Wtp yhowyo E nuntnid yquumpuunniphi wirjh jumupbug jewbpht: Quntin
Jupotiu  twppwbawywnuit  Ghp mbkimd hngtinp wyt upgquhtwlyh, nph dwuhb
wdpnnowljut pbuynid jud uwhdwbnid htmpunp & dtip wyu dwpduwinp Jhwned:
Glywinp, wtluunun tie tindwbitijh dwpdting ndniwp k huouty hnglitnp wtitind ni fuwnwptiuyg
dwndtth dwuh:

<tmbtirwpun, Lphunnuh fuouphtt witijh Junmwhniptiudp domtitnt uiphp nith wdkh
dwpn dwnwbgbynt hudwp Shpng pjununmwugwd Gpltwhtt wyt Wppwyniphitip, nph
ntuyuiiniphiop tpyph ypw Lphunnup tytintightt £, np wdti mwph hnywjnid £ &plysh
Junpniptiwb hngtiinnng Witimhun:

L0/hUSNU SULGUF b UGNELNS.
Fownunniphih atiq pnnphn, np Lphunnu Shuniuh Wk Ep: WAkh
Up Enhoth <nglitnp <nyh1 Skp Lowl Lwhwbtwy puytippiub

<bUAFU LLPUSAUP SQTULUrAUUEY SN1U 14th Mav 2026
Snbp pynid £ Lphunnuh <wuipnipjuit 40-pn onp:
<wpnipynilihg httmn Lphunnu 40 op Womd E Gpyph
Ypw U Gpnd wnwpjujiitiphtt nt hwjunwgyuyitiphie:
Wn pbhpwugpnid <phuniu bp Jupnuytinnipynibl
niuwgwbnid  Gpubg, hull  Ytpphtt  hwbinhydwb &
dudwbwl] ophtmd nm  wuwwmquibtp  wwhu
wnwpjwbtpht, nphg htimn hwdpwpdymd k£ tpygphtp: |

Lphunnuph <wdpupddwt dwuhd Jyuynid o U. §
Uuwplnu b U. Qnjuu wdbmwpubhsotipp, hbsytiu
tull’ «Gnpdp Unwptiing»—n: «6y bapp” Stp <huniu,
tpwibg htim funubinig htimn, ntuyh tpyhtp Ypuguy W
tuntig <np  wy Unmip» (Uuwpl. 16:19): <wy
Unwpbjuyut  Gltintight  <wdpwpadwdt  wmnbht
hhywnmwjnid k il Wkt <wyng |
Jupennhynunm pjui Gennp Uhu punuphg Uwn Wpenn
Unipp Eodhwohb thnpuwnptyp:

Muuninipub  piunpubipny 484 pYuluihg
<wyjwunwbh  wmwpptp  Juyptippd hwbgpjuiud
<wypuytitmuyub Wpnnnp 1441 pYwljutthi
Jwnuppuuyuinh  wqquyhb-tiinigujui dnnnih £% | :
npyuudp  dbpinihpm Jipphuunnwmymd k i Sl
nuuynpswhhd@t U, Eodhwdtinid: b hhpuwmwmpgynia
wwndwlubt wn opdu’ U. Eetdhwotinid <wdpwpddwidt wmnith wnphy dwwnnigynn U.
Muunwpugh phpwgpnid hodwbt U. Ubknubih wpol juwnmwpynid £ dwle <ugpuybimuuib
dwnpwbp:

Lphunnup - <wdpwpddwlt wndh nmpbigynd B twle dnnmypmujuit
hwiimhunipnibiitipny U Ynsynmd £ Qubtigmymd (ggniy” tpuwbwnd £ Jupn, dwnply): <tnid
<wdpwpddwd opdu mnbwjunwipniggnibbtipn uuynid tho snpbippwpeh opp: Gubwyp wyn
onlt wJwitinid thot «Swnuinp Yhpwlhy»:




OSwnuiwnl pun wjuwiimnipyubt pppunniyw Jwpjunt Ynyub £, ny thwhsting jonunupn
hnphg” wyuunmwinid £ Wunwpuwjh dnn guiynn Upugh jtinwl pupubdunid: <uypp
htimuy imnid £ wnpljul, qninid bt vygquitimd oput: whwnwytnig wnwy Jwupjuntb
Wuwndnit uinpnid £, np dwnhy W Jupdpniy hhubtnnigynibiitin niiignn dwinmyatipp
pdoyytit  hp  wbniing: Quunjwd Juuwpnd L Gpu puippubippp, b Jwpunth
puptijununipiniiin uinpnn dtnnutiph quuijatipt wqunymd Gt wyn hhywbtnnignitiitiphg:
Wn pupubdwyp nuipdly E ntjunmwntinh: Lwpuiidugh yqumtiphg dyunuybtiu 9nip £ hnunid,
nplt nLth pnidhy hwnynipnit: dnynynipnt hwjunwugwd k, np wyn ompp Jwpjunt Yniyup
wngniLbpitint ti:

Sniip <wjwuwnwith wmwpptp ppwbbttipnd jnipnyph £ Gpynid: Uwjuyt twmhuwy tiv
Juunuwpynd £ dwnuhwup: Snih dwdwbwl wdbiniptp  juunwpynmd  k
Jhtwlubtwhnipnit b wqupgqynid, ph myjuy mupnid np wnehlja E wintutwitiugne: Snith onp
onny 1h Ydtiph by ggmu Gl dwnhlutinph mbplidtip b wnehloiphtt Wumjuitinn quiuquib
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FEAST OF ASCENSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 14th May, 2026.

The Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord on the fortieth day
following the Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Following His Resurrection and defeat of death, Christ remained on earth for forty days, and
continued to appear to His disciples. On the fortieth day, Christ is seen by His disciples for the last
time. He blesses them and leaves them with instructions, after which He ascends into heaven.

Two of the Gospel writers, St. Mark and St. Luke, testify about Christ’s ascension. There is also an
account of it in the Acts of the Apostles.

Following a final meeting of Christ with the eleven remaining apostles, St. Mark writes, “So
then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right
hand of God.” (Mark 16:19)

St. Luke gives a little greater detail as he writes, “And he led them out as far as to Bethany,
and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was
parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy, and were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.” (Luke 24:
50-53)

But by far the most beautiful account of the Ascension can be found in the Book of
Acts: “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud re-
ceived him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, be-
hold, two men stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11)

The hymn that is sung in the Armenian Church on Ascension Day mentions the miraculous

event of Christ’s Ascension into heaven and the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles.
In the Armenian Church, the day of Jesus Christ’s Ascension is also commemorated for another
reason as well. On this date in 1441, the See of the Catholicosate of All Armenians was returned to
its historical origins. Following a resolution of the National Assembly gathered in Vagharshapad,
the Patriarchal See was relocated from the city of Sis in Western Armenia to the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin. Following his vision of Christ striking the ground with a golden hammer, St.
Gregory the Illuminator had founded the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin in 303. However, less
than 200 years later, in 484, the Patriarchal See was forced to relocate, and for the next 1000 years,
settled in various cities throughout Armenia. The decision to return the throne of the Catholicos to
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin was the fulfilment of a national dream for the Armenian peo-
ple.




HAMBARTUM (Ascension Day)

Ascension Day is a very important church feast because it recalls and celebrates the final
earthly event in Christ's life. It is, in a way, the fulfilment of all of Christ's earthly ministry as Sav-
ior of the world.

The story of Christ's ascension to heaven and His sitting at the right hand of the Father is re-
counted only in two of the gospels, Mark (16:19) and Luke (24:50-51). Luke also mentions the As-
cension in the Acts of the Apostles. We know that the apostles returned to Jerusalem after Christ's
ascension and spent their time in prayer in the Upper Room where they had eaten the Last Supper
with Jesus. At this time they felt the need to restore the number of apostles to 12, electing someone
to replace Judas (Acts 1 :24-26).

The traditional Armenian vijag (or "casting of lots") ceremony is derived from this event in
the life of the young church. Casting of lots is not unique to Armenians; we know that the 12 tribes
of Israel received their inheritance of land by lot (Numbers 26:55-56). Also, the order of priestly
service for the tribe of Levi was determined by casting of lots.

This folk custom of vijag on Ascension Day re-
flects the Armenian peasant's close link with and love |
of nature. The Armenian people believed that on the g
eve of Ascension the skies would be illumined with un- FESSEEE
usually bright lights as the heavens opened to receive g
the victorious Christ into the presence of God the Fa- g
ther. At this time, folk culture tells us, all of created na- &
ture, the sky and the earth, mountains and valleys, #¥*
rocks, trees and vegetation, and the waters would enter |
into a profound joy, embracing each other in a mystical
language. They would convey to each other their heal-
ing powers. People believed that anyone who watched |
for this fleeting moment of joyous celebration would =
also understand nature's language and any of their good
desires would be granted. Folk piety also held that on |
the eve of Ascension, all running streams and rivers
would stand still for a second, receiving a miraculous
healing power. Many people would bathe themselves in rivers and streams on this night. The chil-
dren already sleeping were bathed the next morning with heated water to which herbs and plants
had been added.

The most famous of the variety of ways of casting lots is the one that is called vijagakhagh.
This is how it was done. Wednesday morning before Ascension Thursday, young girls would go to
gather flowers from seven different homes. Then towards evening they would take a pail and go to
seven households or to seven fountains to fill their pails with water. This ritual, called "stealing
water," forbids any talking, looking back, or placing the water pails on the ground. The flowers or
herbs would be added to the pail. Each person participating in the vijagakhagh would place a per-
sonal belonging (nishan) -- such as a ring, bracelet, or necklace -- into the pail. This pail was
placed out in the open at night, under the stars, so that the stars would influence the nishans and
grant their owners their hearts' desires. Throughout the night, young girls would keep watch over
the vijag pail, so that the young men of the neighbourhood would not snatch it away. If the boys
managed to do so, the girls would have to give a ransom to get the vijag pail back.

After church on Ascension Thursday, all the participants took the vijag pail and would go on
a picnic, or gather in someone's backyard. One of the girls dressed up as a bride. Usually this girl
would have to be the eldest daughter of a family. Vijag songs were sung and verses were recited.
After each song or verse, the bride drew out of the pail



4: Zngthwughuw - Memorial Service
Repose of the soul service at St Yeghiche Armenian Church is requested:

By Mrs Sonia Kalaidjian, Mr and Mrs Vatche Kaladjian and Family, Mr Shahe Kalaidjian, for the soul
of their beloved husband, who was also a loving Father, and Grandfather the late BERJ
BOGHOS KALAIDJIAN, on the 40th day memorial of his passing, and also for all the old
and newly departed members of the KALAIDJIAN, KOUYOUMJIAN, DAGHLIAN
and KHACHADURIAN Families.

By Mrs Ovsanna Keoshgerian for the souls of Husband who was also a loving Father and Grandfather,
the late MANUEL KEOSHGERIAN, also for her Brothers the late ASSADOUR and
ROUPEN VORPERIAN on the anniversary memorial service of their passing, also for all the
old and newly departed members of the KEOSHGERIAN and VORPERIAN Families.

By Ms Nadia Keoshgerian for the soul of her Mother the late ARSHALOUIS MALHASSIAN
on the anniversary memorial of her passing, also for all the old and newly departed members of the

MALHASSIAN and KEOSHGERIAN Families.

May the Lord rest the souls of the deceased members of our community in peace and console their
loved ones with the comforting power of His Holy Spirit.

Please Pray For Our Sick: Please notify the Pastor whenever you know of anyone who is sick,
whether at home or in the hospital. Let us pray for one another

General

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is here to cater for all of your spiritual needs
Baptisms, Weddings, Baby Blessings, Home/Workplace Blessings, Seniors’ Visitation,
Hospitals/Home Visitation/Prayer, Funeral Service, Requiem, Grave Site Prayers, and more..

Please contact members of the Parish Council at Church every Sunday to request any of the above ser-
vices. Alternatively, call Tel: 020 73738133 office, or write to Email: serices@styeghiche.org.uk

Rev Fr Nshan Alaverdyan is available to visit parishioners in the hospital, nursing homes, or home
visitations. He is also available to conduct Home Blessings, administering Holy Communion, consulta-
tions and other sacramental needs. Please call the church office at 020 7373 8133 or Fr Nshan on
07548 777 147.

Hokehankist Requests: To request a requiem service and include details in our Sunday Bulletin,
please contact us before Thursday Evening. Please contact Mr Viken Haladjian, or approach a mem-
ber of Parish Council at church every Sunday after Badarak.

Tel: 020 7373 8133 office, 07970 146 280 mobile Email: services@styeghiche.org.uk

In Liu of Flowers: Friends and family of the deceased can make donations, in memory of their loved
ones, to St. Yeghiche Armenian Church General Operating Fund.

Donations for prayers and annual membership contributions, in support of church’s annual expenses,

are welcome. Donations can be made;

-By a cheque made payable to “St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish”,

-By electronic bank transfer to “St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Ltd”
HSBC, Acc.no: 42674432, Sort code: 40-02-26

-By electronic card reader at the Church entrance.

-By QR Code directly to the Church PayPal or SumUp accounts.

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is a UK Registered Charity, Reg No 1173403.
Please complete a Gift Aid Form with your donation. Forms are available from Parish Council.

Membership: St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council would like to invite members of the Ar-
menian community to become registered members and take part in Parish activities. Become a dues
paying member and let your voice be heard, be eligible to vote and be elected to one of Parish offices.
Please contact a member of the Parish Council at the entrance desk of the Church or visit our website
www.styeghiche.org.uk



