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1: Today’s Scripture Reading, 24th May 2026 Bulletin 25/2026

Pentecost (Eve of the Fast of Elijah)
Q-NroL UNuLeEILNS 2:1-21 .y

Gpp Mbintynunth  wmolp  hwuun,
ponpl wy dhwpw@' Uk wmtn Eht: Swblupo
pwnws Up Gnur GpUhbpE  uwunuipniby g
hnyh dp awybhtt wku, ni jignig wipnng =
wnnip mp Gunwd  thi: 6L pudinowd g
lignibtip tptiigwl hptilg” nputu L Ypuyt, §
n.  hwbqgstigmth wbnbgdt  hipupwbshipht 5
Ypuwy: Pnnpb wy Jtignitiguih Unipp <nghny b ¢
uljuwilt  fuouhy niphy (Lqnibbtpny, hbgytu
<nghti hpliig fuoupy Ynr wup: S\

Gpniuwntd  pwynn <ptwbtp  Juyhb, EESE
puptujuon dwpnhly bpihliph wwl b G |
with  wqqgk: Gpp wyu  awybp  Gnu, A
pwquiniphiip hwdwhiipnigui nL Pentecost the Descent of the Holy Sp1r1t
thnptigun, npnihtinbie 4p juthtt pk wbtintip 4p puouthtt hpkigdt hipwpwibshiphtt ubithwuib
puppunny: Pnnpl wy qiuypud tht e §p qupdubughtt hpupne putijng. «@hw'” wunbip pninpt
w] np Up uouhl, dhpt Quyhbtwgh &°0: Miptdh p"Oswybku 4p ukbp' dbp hipuwpubshipht
utthwwd pwppunny, wb GpUpht npnit by dtwd Ghp. Muwpptibtp, Uwpbp m
Bnudwghttip, i wintp np Yp phwyhtt Uhpwgtimph, <ptwuwnmwbh, Guwyunnyyhwyh,
Mntunnup, Quhuyh, ®nhighuyh, Muwdithhijhuwgh ni Gghywnuh dte, te Uhipkath down™ Lhyhwyh
Unnutipp, twtis <nndkh qunpwd <ptiwbiitip ni tnpwhwrwnbtipn, Uptimwightitip te Wpwpbtp, Yn
utiip ek winblp §p huouhtt Qunmony dhdwitd gnpdtipnit dwuht dbp kignidtipmy»: Pnnpt
w quuyud tht, ni mwpwniuwd” §’pubhtt hpupne. «bhy Ypbuy prug wuhuy: Odwbp uy
ownnbny |’ puthil. «dunbp jh Gb wbtng ghtthny»:

Puyg Mtinpnu Jubgitigur muutdbyhtt htin, pupapugnig auybip tie puue wbngg. «1Yy
<pbwunmwibightitip, n1 nnip pnnpn np 4p pbwhp Gpniuwnky, uw’ ghngtp G dnph'y ppkp pd
huouptipu. npnyhbtintic wiuntip n's ek wpphigud G htwwkbu nnip §’thpunpkp, pwith ntin opniwb
tippnpn dwdt™ £, hwwyyw wuhu wi £ np punitigue 8Snyky dwipquiptht dhengny.

“dtipghtt optipp,- §’puk Wumniwd,- hi <nghtu whwnh puthtid wdkh dwpdhbh ypuy, G atip
npnhitint nL wnehyttipp Wwhnh Wwpqupbwbwb, dabp tphnwuwpnbtipp mbuhpbtip wyhnp
wtiutikl, n1 atip dtiptipp tpuqitin Wwhnh mbubtb:

bd dSumwbitipniu ti wnupuhtiitipniu Yypuy wy wyn optipp hd <nghtu ywhwnh puthtd, no
whwnh dwpqupbwbwb:

<Ltpp’ tplhtpp” upwibsthpbbtp gnyg whnh wwd, e qupp Gpljhpp” Gpwbbtp, wphil, Ypog
nL Ontjup dwnwhuniy. wptiip whwh thnpunih jpwiwph, tiv ;nrupiin’ wiphooh, glin Skpng dtid nu
tiptiLtih opp skjwod:

G1 nY np Juisk Stpng wtinitin® ywhwnh thpynih”:

Our Aim;

St Yeghiche Armenian Church aims to be the church for the whole community; a place where
those who have faith and those who yet to find it or renew it, can come together as a family
of God’s children; a place where all will be received with tolerance, understanding and friend-
ship.



http://www.styeghiche.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche

2: A short interpretation of the Scripture reading

Acts 2:1-21
The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in
one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind
came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sit-
ting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated
and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues # as the Spirit ena-
bled them.

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from S
every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd g
came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own SN
language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all [SESaar )

.
hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; [ilas ('r "
remdents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappad001a Pontus and
Asia, 2 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near g
Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism);
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God
in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one an-
other, “What does this mean?”

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
Peter Addresses the Crowd

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I
say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was
spoken by the prophet Joel: “ ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream
dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and
they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood
and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the
coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.

And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Pentecost

3bhUNFU LLPUSNUDP UFESUMrE L £LUS 3Nd<LUBLLEUD 14: 25 31

«Uu pwbbppn joubiguwy dhqh, pwbh nbn hp dbwd dhp
pyf: Puyg Upuppowphsp” Unipp <nghii, np <wypp wjunh qpyl pd
whnihnyu, whahlpw” whinh unpjbghlt dhigh wiltip, [ his np pup
daliqh’ whinh jlplght dliqh: Fownwnnyepil hp pennmid dhgh, h'd
Juwnumnigphifiu hm wwd dligh. bu b wvuup dligh woloybu® hiswlbu
wipfuwiphp Yne wnwy: Qbp upponp jonn gfppmifh ne slpliigh: Lubghp
pL pup dbgh. “Gu §bppuwdd, puyg nupdlvg wiinh qud dhgh”:
Gl upplip qpu, wiinh mpwpoubughp np lu i lpygeund <opp pnif,
npnyhlonkn pd <wgpu h&oﬁ[b ko E: 61 wyddtl nln sbnuo™ pup
aliqh, npuybuqh bpp ppuy” hwnwnap: Q7 puen wpun uouful dlbqh
hlan, npmfhlankr ugu wphuwphh fopouip e quy. puyg n's Uty hlimhioulnyepil nibh hod L[ﬂmu
Uwlugl wppuuphp jonn gpnbuy plt bu hp uppbd <uwgpp, o §pald whloyby” hlsylu <uwgpp
wunnmpplig hioh: Minph” lylp, Gpew'Gp wullby:

Dear Parishioners and Armenian Community Members:

The Sunday collection plate circulating during Divine Liturgy is for all to contribute each Sunday
in order to have a thriving church. Our Lord Jesus Christ told us in Matthew 17:24-27. Your dona-
tion, participation and support is vital, not only by attending the church but also with your time and
financial contribution to our church. Please be generous and help to keep the doors of the St
Yeghiche Armenian Church open and provide all the services.



https://biblehub.com/niv/acts/2.htm#footnotes
https://biblehub.com/niv/acts/2.htm#footnotes
https://biblehub.com/niv/acts/2.htm#footnotes

The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John 14:25-31

“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fa-
ther will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

“You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you
would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. I have told you now
before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. I will not say much more to you, for
the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, but he comes so that the world may
learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me.

“Come now; let us leave.”

<ngliqujnium (MEhmklnunk)

Unwpjujiitiph ypu Up. <ngni hpuwlt hhpwnwjnipyutt Sntt £, np wmbinh £ nioitigty Up.
<wpnipyub hhuniitipnpn opp: Ui yuwnbtwnny £ <ngliquniump thym miniinid G Quunhhg
hhunit op htiwan: Up. <nghtt Up. Gppnpynipjwib tiptip wbatiphg dtyn k, hwdwgn b huuuwp
<npp tir Opni: Lphunnu bp Gpypuyhtt gnponiatinipyut phpwgpnid wnwpjubtiph htin
hunuty Ep Up. <ngni qujuumyut dwuhb. «bull Upihpwiphsp™ Up. <nght, nphtt <uypp niqupyh
bd wtniting, bw atiq wdti pwl Ynuniguwbth Gt atig fhhptighh vyt wdktip, hoy Gu wuwgh
atiq» (nyh. 14:26):

Up. <ngnt quniunp dupugpjuo L Gnpdp Unwpljngnid. «Gpp Mbintlnunth
optipp jpuguwil, pnnpp thwuhpun, dhwntin thi: 61 hwbtupdwyh tinyiaphg hivkg dh auyd’
uwunhl] hnnihg Gwo auybh dwb. W gptig wyh mniop: 6L pubg tptiiwghtt pupduiwd
ltaqniiitipn® dwb pngtintitt (hignititiph, npniip tuntightt jnipupwiiiyniph Ypw: G pnpnpp 1gdtight
Unipp <ngny n1 ujutightt funuly; niphy jhgniitipny, htswytiu np Unipp <nghtt puitg junuty tp
wmwhu» (3npop 2:1-4):

Uunjuwouwpbyyut wyu hwnywond tpynid G mwpptin tippdtiph wtniblp, npntinhg
twottipp qupiwbinid G jnipupwbynipt hp hwpuqun ignid ubny: <ppunmuljud
wmtnubnibtitiph pyYynid G twtin. Uhpwgbtimpp, <phwunmwip tir Gudhppp (Gnpop  2:9):
Gltintigujub unipp huyptinhg Stpnninhwbtnut nt Ognunmhtinup wimmd G, np wytqh 6hyn
Uihtth <pwumwt punp thnpuwphtity <ujwunwb punny, pwtth np wybh mpudwpwbwub
np owmwp bpypbtiph wppnid Gwd thith <wjwuwnmwibipn: Pugh wyn, wphuowuphwugpuijub
wnniiny Uhpwgtinph U Guudhpph dholt guninmd E <wyjuwunwiip:

<tmbiwpun' wyu ubwnp hpunupanipyubt wjubwwmtiu Gh tintp twle huytipp: <wy
Unwpbjuubt Gltintignid <ngbhquuumyut wpwlubiitiphg G «Wnwptiny wnquitngy» (Up.
<nghtt wnuytm. wbtupny hoty E <humu Lphunnuh  dpuonipjut dudwbwl) G
«Gppnpnpniphi wbpwdwitihy  wpwlwbbtpp, npnbp  Gpgynid  Gh wnwynunjub
dunitipgnipjub phpwgpnid: bul] tptnut dudbipgnipniinid juunwpymd L winuuwmwbh
wpwpnnnipyni b phptingynd 12-pn nuph <wy tjtnkgnt hwyptiphg Ghputiu Ludppniugne
wyu wnphy gnyud wnnppp:

Lphunnbiuubt Gtintignid 2tnphh Jupnuytmnipinitp juyuo £ Up. <ngni htin:
Lun wyn Jupnuybnnipjud’ jnipupubtynip wnwphtiniggnit wunjwowhtt yupgl k, np
nnynid £ hwjunwgyuhtt Up. <ngnig, b npllk winwiphtinipjud ytipugpnidp ubithwjutt mbaht
L ny pt Wuwdnl, hyupunnput wnwing dkd dtnp b <tmbwpwp, <nghquijuwnh
hhywwnwynidp wle §ny £ jnpupubignip hwjumugyuhtt' hqqupumnipinihg uniuwthty W
wunyuowghtt 2unphttipny  thuyd puph  gnpdtip  Juunwnpty: Gpynipwpphhg ufuymd k
Bnhwljut wwhpp:

<wy Unwpbjuuib ttintignt §nnihg vwhdwtuo mwupyu snpu tnuitajh wywhptiphg uw
wiwnbwdninh yupwpwwuwhpt k: bosytiu Wniu tmubtwjotph yuwhptinp, Gnhwjub wuwhpp
liu ttintigujuitt nptitk iinth unpuumniygnid sk Cun wjubtnnipyud’ Gnhwljub £ §ngymd
thuyh wyh yumbwnny, np twhainpnmd £ ywpupuwywhph hwenpn §hpuhhtt™ Gnhw
dwpquptih hhpuwnwlnigyut minbht: Wdwnju wju wyuwhptt ujuynid £ <ngliqupuunjui
Yhpuwyhh hwynpy opp (Wuwhph puptijiinuip” <nqliquiuuywi Yhpwlh): 2unlh opdw

Safeguarding and Health and Safety issues are taken seriously by Saint Yeghiche Armenian Church,
copies of the policy document are available for view, for any related issues please report or contact
members of the parish council.



thnihnpudwt htim wywhph ujhgpp upnn £ thnthnpudly dughup 11-hg dhisle hnitthuh 14-t
ntquod duniwmbwjuhwnyuwonid: Ujniu inubtwujoiph wyuhpbtiph tdwi, wyju yuwihpp u mbtind

L5 op’ tiplniwpphhg dhtsh nippupe:

Feast of Pentecost

The Feast of Pentecost is the commemora- N
tion of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the T !
Apostles on the fiftieth day following the Feast of . “ —

the Glorious Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus s
Christ. The Armenian Church celebrates this feast
50 days following Easter Sunday.

The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons in |
the Holy Trinity coexisting with, and equal to, the
Holy Father and the Holy Son. During His earthly
life and ministry Christ spoke to the Apostles
about the coming of the Holy Spirit. Recording
the words of Christ, St. John writes, “The Com- gy
forter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send B @,
in my name, will teach you everything and make
you remember all that I have told you.” (John 14:26).

The descent of the Holy Spirit is described in the Acts of the Apostles: “When the day of the
Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one place. Suddenly there was a noise
from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each
person there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the
Spirit enabled them to speak. (Acts 2:1-4).

In the book of Acts, St. Luke further records the names of various countries, and that men
from those countries were surprised, when each of them heard his native language. Among the
mentioned places are Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia (Acts 2:9). Two of the saints of the
Universal Church, both of Roman origin, Tertullian and Augustine, have written that the word
“Armenia” should possibly be substituted instead of “Judea”, as it is more logical that Armenia
would be mentioned among those as a ‘“foreign” country, as the apostles were living in Ju-
dea. Moreover, with regards to geographical position, Armenia was situated between Mesopota-
mia and Cappadocia. Therefore, the people living in Armenia may have been among the first wit-
nesses of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Among the Armenian Church songs and hymns, two are dedicated to the Feast of Pentecost:
“The Sent Dove” (referring to the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove that descended upon Christ
during His Baptism) and “Indivisible Trinity”. These are sung during the Morning Service on the
feast day. Also, during the Evening Service, the “Andastan” rite of the blessing of the four corners
of the world 1s conducted. It is during this service that a prayer written by 12th century Armenian
Church father Nerses of Lambron, is read.

In the Christian Church the teaching of divine grace is related to the Holy Spirit. According
to that instruction, each virtue is a divine grace granted to the faithful by the Holy Spirit. Thus, as-
cribing any virtue to one’s own self, and not to God, is a grave sin and can be manifested in anoth-
er, which is pride. Hence, commemoration of Pentecost is also an appeal to the faithful to avoid
pride and instead, use the divine graces in life for righteous purposes and moral goals.

One of the four season fasting periods defined by the Armenian Apostolic Church is the fasting pe-
riod preceding the beginning of summer. This fasting period, as well as the other ones preceding
the other seasons of the year, is not preparation for any feast, and according to the tradition is
called Elijah’s fast, as coincides the feast of commemoration the Prophet Elijah the next Sunday.
This fasting period preceding the beginning of summer starts the day following the feast of Pente-
cost (the flesh day preceding the fast is the Sunday, when the feast of Pentecost is celebrated).
With the change of the Easter Feast day the beginning of the fasting period may be during the peri-
od May 11-June 14. Like the other fasting periods preceding the other seasons of the year, this one
also lasts five days - from Monday till Friday.




o

ARMENIAN CHURCH TRUST UK
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2026

We invite members of the Armenian community to
ACT UK’s Annual General Meeting on May 29th!

Review the charity’s progress and achievements of
the past year and lend your voice to the discussions.

MAY 29, 2026
7:00 PM / 19:00

107 Ealing Road, TW8 OLF, Brentford

armenianchurch.org.uk

Dear Armenian Community Members.

Our Lord has asked us all, to donate portion of our income to our church.

As Christians do you follow this commend?

Our clergy always stress to us that the church is not just the building, the clergy and the
church services: it exists and thrives only through its congregations. It is vital that the communi-
ty does participates with their time and money to the church, without being complacently
that a few wealthy donors can be called on. The church needs all its adherents and should not
be restricted to such a small set of active people.

So when you enter a church for a service expecting the doors to be open, the building to
be lit up and heated, a priest at the altar, candles in the vestry, a choir and organist perform-
ing - think of what it takes to make all this happen. We must not take all this for granted.

Therefore, do not just dip in and out of the church when you come expecting others to pro-
vide — you are an important member of the church too. Do your part and be generous when the
collection plate is passing around. Thank You

St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council



3: This week’s message from our Priest in Charge

Utijiimphih G hnglitnp wuwwmgwd Bibnmwpwith wju opniwy phiplingniwdhg.
Bwitinil <op L Npniny b <nginjh Uppny. With

«Gpl uppmd bp hiad, hwwhlp hd wunnmppwbhbpp. ln Gu whinh wyusld <opp, e L uh
wy) Uluhppuphs whinh wnuy dhq, npylugh junfunbwi dhq hlnn ploulmp. Srdwpmnnieloui <ngh,
nphi wgu wphuwphp sh pupnn phpnibalgy (Smifh.14.15-16):

Lphunnuny Qumdnih npnbigpniwd tnpuypiitin tie pnypbip,

Lphunniibn phiwl wikiuikd motitiphg Wkt £ wyuop™ <ngliquiniump, hnitwpkthg wyp
ligniipnid mwupwoniwd Nthwntinunkth, np Lphunnuh Bwpniptwi jhunibbipnpn onb L,
tinp Unipp <nght hpun winwptiwjitiph Yypuwy:

‘Lnp bnwljupubth Gnpop Unwipting ghppp jupnugwd wdkh dwipn jhonid k, pl htswkbu
hpbwjubt Ntbwntinunk wmotih opt wiphuwuphh mwpptipn Ynndtiphg hwrwpniwstitipp Yyubtn
nupdwbl wyh Whd mbtiuwputh, tpp Unmpp <nghtt winwptuitiph ypuy howi, qgopuugptig tnuitig
tiL huoul) mnitig wyn wqqtiph tgnibtipny:

Wju opp unnn Gip juymwpuinty hpptie -Lphunnup Ghtintignt dttintwb on: Gpp wmwppbip
wqqtiphg Gpniuwnbdnid  hwnwpniwdtitipp mbuwth ni utight. Unipp <ngny  qopwuigud
wnwpbiugitipht, tpubghg tpkp hwqupp hwwnmwightt n dpnnitightt 8huniu Lphunnup
wininy nuntugny wnwghtt ptippp Unipp <ngni: Wapnipm <htt Ginujupubh wnwehtt huly
totiphg pnmnp  dwpqupttibph  dhongm] fuounily L Unipp <nqni dwuhl, puyg Lpw
wunmniwduwyhtt qupunbtiud dwuht Lphunnu twhiuy bu wundtg bp wnwptiwgittiphts. «Zwe ©
akiq hwilwp, np Gu qloud. npmifhlanka el Gu sqluud, Upuhppuphsp dliq dow sh quy. huly gt qluud,
Upuly Yniquplhlal dlig dowmy (Snifh.16.7): Unipp <ngni Guniunny ny pEk npunupnid, wy)
>upniijpumd £ Lphunnuny juynmbtiniphiblt nu thpugnpdmiphibin. « M puan pudibn nibikal
dabkiq wulgm, puyg wydd sEp hwpnn wvaubly: Gppe np quy Gue Sodwpunnigeloui <nghl, williful
ouugunnypliudyp hwnweblmpnh dliq. npfhlanln ny bt hiph hplkihg luoup, wy his jup, ugh
Yuwoup. ln quyhp pwbbph twuhie hywondh dligy ( Smifh. 16.12-13): <nghquniunt Qumnodny
ttpuyniptit tnpugnjt nupuppowth ujhgp £, mip WQuwnodny <ngni tnphh wmul ti
wnweinpnniptiwdp £ yupniimjinid Gltintign” pmnp pphumntitwdtiph jtwbpnp: Wta ny
Uhuy @ hpbwutt dhpunjuynh ke E Qumniwodnpnnt thpyniphiop jutih thtn, wyp winwptiugtitiph
dhongny widpnne wphuwphnid: Swpniphiithg jiiny Lphunnu wnwptiwjbtinh Ypuwy thsbg
wubind. «Untp Unipp <nghii...» (Snifh. 20.22), npp ophtwup tnuit Lphunmnuphtt hwmwnwne
thongny Quwnodny <nghlt unmwbiugni: <ngliquniumnhg jtimn) wnwptiwitiph pupngniptiudp tio
dypunniptudp Unpp <nght hpun Lphumnuhtt hwwwmwgnn popnp dgpuninntiph Ypuy:
<wjwunwiitiugg ninnuithwn tir wnwpbjulub dtp Gytintignid Giu, dgpunnietiub junphnipnhg
jtwmny Juuwpninng pnpdh funphnipnh (Wdhengny wtnh ' nibtbnid wdkt dh Gnp
Upunninnh wbatwljub hnghiquyniuwmn: «<wnwnnugny hhpnilighp unumwgniwo Unipp <ngnif,
np dlp dwnwbhgnieloul wnhwiwansowiy  (Gih.1.13): o wpnuyuyumind £ Unipp <ngnu
ttpquyniphitb ni Yinphwpwphunidp hnpuwbignn uppunpu Uhinnbiing, tGpp jawsh ohphtipny
(nphg dwgnid £ dnnnypnujutt Gbnihp wbtnitp) tnpunupadt odinid tir nuntinid £ Unipp
<ngni mwbtwn n phwupub:

Stp 8huniu thwnwinpuytu tiphhtp hwdpwpdnitg bp Swpniphiithg pwpwunil op
wbg: <ptipmwljutiph htp npuutipnid ht op Wuwpyumnitijnig jtinny Lphumnu mwublitipnpn onp
pwqutig <op wy Ynnund ti, hbywybu punumwgly Ep, wnwptg Unipp <nghtt dbpbwmwim
huiwpniwd wnwptiwiitipht: Gghwywmnuhg nnipu qunig jhunit op wtg Uhtw (tipub ypuy
Wunniwd Unyjubuphtt wnitig umnitipught Optipt ni wwwumnihpwbbtipp, hul ®plsh
JunniphLihg jhunih op whg <ngtiquniunny Stpp 2unphnid E Gplaughtt Opkopp” <nghti: Uw
E Juumd Snjhwbbtup” wubymd.«Optipp  Unifulup  dhongni wnpnilg,  jhulp phnphp
wwpunmppiip Shuniu Lppunnup hongny loqwiy (Smifh.1.17): biswbu Gghuywmnuhg tud
dnnnypnhtt wmbwyunnd Qunniwd wdyh G Ypulh ubwb mtiupng winwetinpntig Witimbwg
tphhp, wiwytu b wydd Unipp <nqny Gltintignih £ winwgtnpnmd ntwh thpyniphit’ Gpljuph
Wppwyniphill. «Ln puph <nghit had whinh wmwphnpnh nhyh wpnup Gphppy (Ungd. 142.1 0),-
htsybu dupquipbwpup wunid £ uuninuuuwgn:

Wumdny hpwlul dwbtwsnidp tnuir Unipp <ngni dhongny, pwtth np dhoskie £phunnuh
dwpntinugnidp tie Unipp <ngnit QGuyniunp dwpnyniphiip ptiph Gwiwsnnniphi niatp
Wuwndn) dwuhi, pwth np dthuyt <op dwuh ghnkp: Utip Qunniwd, hpptie ukY G dhwly, np




Unipp Gppnppniptiwt tpkp Qaatpny £ wpnmuyuwynynid, dtq  Gwbuwstjh £ guntnid
Lphunnuh quniunny tir <ngni juymbmiptwdp. «buly Ulupjawphsp” Unipp <nghli, nphit <ugpp
i 'mnuplhh bl wimibmy, Gw dliq wdlbi pwd [ 'niumguibh e dliq hp jhplighh wyi wdtin, hés Gu
wuwgh dliq» (Bnifh. 14.26):

busytu Ytitwug dwnh 6wbuwwpht Ep pngtinth upny Qumniwd wyyuwhned, tnyd Ytipy £
hpt (tgnibiiph wmbtiupny  Jdbtiptwnnic hpwd Unipp <nghtt £ yuwhywimd Glhtintignia
uwnwbtughg: Wu wphuwphh hphuwiin junenitg Lphunnupg tic @plsh wquuugpnidp pnnp
dwpnuibg hwuwr <ngny qopwgwd wnwpbuiitinh thongny:

Jhiptwmnnid wnwehtt pppumnnbtibwjub ttinkightt tnui, wnwptiwjiitiph ophtiuny dtiq
unynpbightiin, pL hivwhuh Jhbgunuiwpnpbudp Jupnn Gip wpdubtwbiuy Unipp <ngni
wyghniptimbti m ytinphhi:

- OAnijuu wimupwitthsp yuninid £, np @pljsh hudpuipdnithg jinny wnwptiwiitinp,
tinyiphg qopniphtt vnwbwnt hwdwp Gpniuwnbind Jowpm yqunnitpp. junwiptyny,
wnopph uke tht dhwuhpn ti dhwwnbn: Gpubp ny dhuyd dwpdbwwybu dh Juypnid Ehi
huwiwpmwo, wyjtie th thtt upmny, dhuwjud Eht e Whwipunphnipn:

- Gu-h hyupunmptwb junpwiwyh, inbwphmptwt ti Gtnpuypujub vhpny dky E
Wunniwo: Uhwu Juptiinp yunquith wnwig Juuljudh Junwhbjh £ ni uyquubyp Shpng
hununnidiht, wmbquid et wdkh put wyn yquhht hwajuitugh sk:

- Lwyoniptiudp n wpwbg YJwpih  WQuwndn dwuhtt  Jyuytin  Lphunnup
thpjugnpdniptiwt APuph Witimhuh thnfuwbgnidny:«Puyg lpp quy Uupjowphsp, nphic Gu dliq
ymnupllad <ophg, Opdwgpunnippluull <nghb, np lphnd E<ophg, Gw Yfhugh bu dwupb. fliuglp B
nnip, npnifhlankn uligphg Paa htan Epy» (Smifh. 15.26-27):

- Qumdny <nghti hisyku gntig wnipnne wminioip, nip wnwpbugitint tho, wytybu B gntig
widpnne wphuwuphp wquuwagpbny pnnpht. «Sipée plipp <nghit L. mp np Shpne <nghi [,
wylunbim wquannyphil by (R.Gnplye.3.17):

[hipkadh dlip [ qopwibnubyp Unipp <ngnyf ln dbp Ylaubph wilyh hnglionp plpwwnpnieloudp
npnglilip uwgu wmobh qlimbighly funphpmny” hwmwpwilgny <opp e Npnnih b Unipp <ngnil wilki
op, uplsln wnugunp dlkp hlwbph:

Up Enhoth <nqtitnp <nyh1 Skp Lrwt Luwhwbiwy Wpuytipptiwb

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR 2026 According to the Lectionary of the Armenian Apostolic Church
25May Romans 1:1-17; Matthew 7:28-8:4

26 May Romans 1:18-25; Matthew 8:5-13

27 May Romans 2:2-11; Matthew 8:18-27

28 May Romans 2:12-24; Matthew 8:28-34

29 May Romans 2:25-3:9; Matthew 9:1-8

30 May Jeremiah 1:1-10; 38:1-13; 2 Peter 2:9-22; Matthew 2:16-18

Verse of The Day

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord,
because God chose you as first fruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of
the Spirit and through belief in the truth.

2 Thessalonians 2:13

Liu Opniwy <widwipp Quinniwowpniiiski
Puyg dbbp dppin Quinniony gnhnygepid whnp L jwpmblbp dligh huwdwp, bnpugpidp,
npnyfhlank Stpp uppkg dhq: Quinnuuod dliq plunplig” npuybu hplmplud wnwphi
upnnunhibpp, npyluqh hp unipp dnpnyfnipnp ppup Unipp <ngphl dfiongu in

ouugunnyaliwb hununnwny':
R. (Gluwnniapllighu 2.13



MAY 28, A GLORIOUS ANNIVERSARY

By Rev Dr Vahan Tootikian

The memorial dedicated to the Armenian victory at the battle of Sardarabad near Araks, Armavir, Armenia (Drawing by Agnes Karikaturen)

May 28, 1918 is a glorious day and an unforgettable landmark in the history of the Armenian na-
tion.

Almost nine centuries after the fall of the Bakradouni Kingdom in Armenia and six centuries
after the collapse of the Armenian Kingdom in Cilicia, the birth of the Republic of Armenia was a
miracle. The dimmest moment in our history became the brightest, when the Armenian nation,
like the mythological phoenix, rose renewed from its ashes and established a state on the plains of
Mount Ararat. With Western Armenia obliterated by the Armenian Genocide, Eastern Armenia
forged its own destiny, ready to participate as a sovereign member in the family of nations, lead-
ing the Armenian people to new horizons.

How was the new Republic of Armenia created, and under what circumstances?

During World War I, while Armenians in the Ottoman Empire were forcibly deported to the
Syrian and the Mesopotamian deserts and systematically massacred, thousands of Armenians in
the Russian Empire were serving in the Russian Army. They were promised that if the Russians
won the war against the Turks, they would create an independent Armenia on historic Armenian
lands. Based on that promise, under the auspices of Catholicos Kevork IV, an Armenian National
Bureau and a Military Council were formed, which, among other things, sponsored the creation of
seven voluntary brigades to fight against the Turks. By the beginning of 1917, the Russian Army,
with the help of Armenian forces, succeeded in driving the Turks out of Western Armenian prov-
inces.

Although the Russians crushed the Turkish forces in the South, they suffered several humili-
ating defeats in the West by the Germans, the powerful allies of the Turkish government.

In the meantime, the Bolshevik Revolution was born and gradually infiltrated the Russian govern-
ment. Eventually it toppled Czar Nicholas II on March 14, 1917 and brought the Romanov Dynas-
ty to an end, after ruling the Russian Empire for 300 years.

Great turmoil in the country followed. The Russian army’s frontlines began to crumble. The gov-
ernment of Young Turks took advantage of this unstable situation and exerted great pressure on
the socialist government of Russia. In an effort to disengage Russia from the war, the Russians



and Turks signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. As a consequence, Vladimir Lenin ordered the Rus-
sian troops to abandon the Western Armenian territories and return home. The defence of the ex-
pansive Turkish front was left to the Armenians.

While Russia was preoccupied with civil unrest, the three regions of its empire in the Cauca-
sus, Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan, were obliged to form the Transcaucasian Federative Repub-
lic (later called the seim). This federation, created in February of 1918, came apart within a few
months, because the three nations, with their mutually contradictory interests and sensitivities, be-
gan to secretly plot against one another. The Azeris, or the Tatars, being of Islamic religion, tried
to ease the Turkish army’s invasion of Azerbaijan, in order to realize their plan for pan-Turanism.
(Pan-Turanism was the plan of the Young Turks to unite all the Turkish speaking peoples through-
out Turkey, the Russian Caucasus and Central Asia). The Georgians, though similar to the Armeni-
ans, desired to occupy territory to the detriment of the Armenians. Seeing this situation, the Turk-
ish army advanced, taking Kars and Alexandropol (Gyumri). Meanwhile, the Georgians declared
independence on May 26, 1918. One day later on May 27, Azerbaijan also announced its inde-
pendence.

The Turks were delighted at these declarations of national independence, since the Caucasus
was severing its ties with Russia, and Turkey could have its own way. The Turkish government
could even obliterate the Armenians of the Caucasus, just as it had endeavored to obliterate the
Western Armenians.

Turkish forces mobilized an army of 35,000 men and advanced on Armenia. They captured
Hamamlu (modern Spitak) and Alexandropol (Gyumri). In an attempt to seize the rest of Armenia,
they began a three-pronged attack, directed toward Kara Kilise (modern Kirovakan), Bash Abaran
(modern Abaran) and Sardarabad.

The Armenian troops were under the command of General Tovmas Nazarbekian, a former
Russian Armenian general. He had resigned his commission when Czarist policy turned against the
Armenians, but returned to the army when Russia abandoned its anti-Armenian stance. He defend-
ed the Kara Kilise front and assigned general Dro (Dramastad Ganayan) to defend Bash Abaran
and General Movses Silikian to defend Sardarabad. The strategy was to prevent the Turkish march
towards Yerevan.

It was a critical time of life and death. General Silikian made an emotional appeal to the peo-
ple: “Arise all Armenians! Fight for your honor and the integrity of your country. Fight the way
your ancestors fought to defend their lives and property.”

Although outnumbered and outgunned, the Armenian people realized that their very survival
was at stake. Multitudes of people — farmers, workers, intellectuals, clergy, women, young and
old — fought alongside the Armenian soldiers and drove out the invading Turkish army.

Following the decisive Battle of Sardarabad, on May 28, 1918, the Armenian National Coun-
cil declared the independence of Armenia. Yet the new state was in chaos. There were no orga-
nized administrative machinery, means of transportation or trained experts for the three branches
of government. The food supply was exhausted. Famine and sickness were widespread. In the
words of the prime minister of the Republic, Hovhannes Kachaznouni, “The government has to
start from scratch. It must create everything from a heap of ruins and absolute chaos...a condition
which can be described by one word — catastrophic.”

Despite the internal and external problems, the creation of a state on May 28 out of chaos and
calamity was nothing short of a miracle. It laid the foundation of the modern state of Armenia.

May 28 has become the symbol of Armenia’s national hope and aspirations. It is a testimony
to the struggle for liberty and independence, to the sacrifices of brave men and women for whom
the ideals and honor of their nation were dearer than life.

Moreover, May 28 is a lesson that cherishing the valor and sacrifices of our ancestors is not
enough. Each generation has its role, responsibilities and patriotic duties. The future of the Repub-
lic of Armenia depends on our commitment to give our time, talent and treasure for the growth and
development of our beloved homeland.

Finally, May 28 is a reminder that the republic that we love today was bought at the cost of
our martyrs’ blood. The Republic of Armenia rests upon the foundations cemented in place by the
sacrifices of Armenian soldiers and citizens. Its reservation and perpetuation as a democratic and
progressive state are our challenge and responsibility.



4: Zngkhwghuw - Memorial Setvice
Repose of the soul service at St Yeghiche Armenian Church is requested:

By St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish for all the MEMBERS OF THE ARMENIAN NA-
TION who gave their life at Sartarabad battle from 21* to 29" May 1918 for the independ-
ence and glory of our Homeland.

By Zara Sokratyan and Family for the soul of their Parents, the late SVETLANA
SHIOYAN and YURI KARAPETYAN also for the old and newly departed members of
SHIOYAN and KARAPETYAN Families

May the Lord rest the souls of the deceased members of our community in peace and console their
loved ones with the comforting power of His Holy Spirit.

Please Pray For Our Sick: Please notify the Pastor whenever you know of anyone who is sick,
whether at home or in the hospital. Let us pray for one another

General

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is here to cater for all of your spiritual needs
Baptisms, Weddings, Baby Blessings, Home/Workplace Blessings, Seniors’ Visitation,
Hospitals/Home Visitation/Prayer, Funeral Service, Requiem, Grave Site Prayers, and more..

Please contact members of the Parish Council at Church every Sunday to request any of the above ser-
vices. Alternatively, call Tel: 020 73738133 office, or write to Email: serices@styeghiche.org.uk

Rev Fr Nshan Alaverdyan is available to visit parishioners in the hospital, nursing homes, or home
visitations. He is also available to conduct Home Blessings, administering Holy Communion, consulta-
tions and other sacramental needs. Please call the church office at 020 7373 8133 or Fr Nshan on
07548 777 147.

Hokehankist Requests: To request a requiem service and include details in our Sunday Bulletin,
please contact us before Thursday Evening. Please contact Mr Viken Haladjian, or approach a mem-
ber of Parish Council at church every Sunday after Badarak.

Tel: 020 7373 8133 office, 07970 146 280 mobile Email: services@styeghiche.org.uk

In Liu of Flowers: Friends and family of the deceased can make donations, in memory of their loved
ones, to St. Yeghiche Armenian Church General Operating Fund.

Donations for prayers and annual membership contributions, in support of church’s annual expenses,

are welcome. Donations can be made;

-By a cheque made payable to “St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish”,

-By electronic bank transfer to “St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Ltd”
HSBC, Acc.no: 42674432, Sort code: 40-02-26 o A

-By electronic card reader at the Church entrance. SRR

i oy

-By QR Code directly to the Church PayPal or SumUp accounts. Scan. ,Qa o,

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is a UK Registered Charity, Reg No 1173403.
Please complete a Gift Aid Form with your donation. Forms are available from Parish Council.

Membership: St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council would like to invite members of the Ar-
menian community to become registered members and take part in Parish activities. Become a dues
paying member and let your voice be heard, be eligible to vote and be elected to one of Parish offices.
Please contact a member of the Parish Council at the entrance desk of the Church or visit our website
www.styeghiche.org.uk



