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1: Today’s Scripture Reading, 17th August 2025 Bulletin 35/2025

Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
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Our Aim;

St Yeghiche Armenian Church aims to be the church for the whole community; a place where
those who have faith and those who yet to find it or renew it, can come together as a family
of God’s children; a place where all will be received with tolerance, understanding and friend-
ship.


http://www.styeghiche.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche

2: A short interpretation of the Scripture reading

The Epistle of St Paul to the Galatians 3:29-4:7

If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, alt-
hough he owns the whole estate. The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by
his father. So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forc-
es a of the world. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. b Be-
cause you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out,
“Abba, ¢ Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God
has made you also an heir.
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The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to L.uke 2 :1-7
The Birth of Jesus

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while a Quirinius was governor of Syria.)

And everyone went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for
them.
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Dear Parishioners and Armenian Community Members:

The Sunday collection plate circulating during Divine Liturgy is for all to contribute each Sunday
in order to have a thriving church. Our Lord Jesus Christ told us in Matthew 17:24-27. Your dona-
tion, participation and support is vital, not only by attending the church but also with your time and
financial contribution to our church. Please be generous and help to keep the doors of the St
Yeghiche Armenian Church open and provide all the services.
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FEAST OF THE APPARITION
(“SHOGHAKAT”) OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

The Feast of “Shoghakat™ of Holy Etchmiadzin commemorates the inauguration of the Ca-
thedral of the Mother See. The fifth century Greek historian Agathangelos tells us of St. Gregory
the Illuminator’s divine vision, wherein our Lord Jesus Christ descends from Heaven and strikes
the ground with His golden hammer. In view of biblical Mount Ararat, in the city of Vaghar-
shapat, the place where the Only Begotten descended identified the site for the foundation of the
new cathedral of the Christian Armenian Nation. The vision of Gregory became known as
“Shoghakat”, as the Saint saw a fiery column descending from the sky.

The foundation was laid in 301 A.D. and the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin was conse-
crated in 303 A.D. on the day of the Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God. We
learn from Archbishop Malachia Ormanian that as the Mother Cathedral of the Armenian
Church and Nation is dedicated to St. Mary, the feast of her foundation and inauguration is cele-
brated in the Armenian Church on the Saturday preceding the Feast of the Assumption of the
Holy Mother of God.

For 1,700 years, the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin has been, and continues to be, the
spiritual heart and centre of the Armenian Church, and is her most sacred sanctuary. Her spiritu-
al, national and historical significance has only increased through the centuries. Through the
vision of St. Gregory, God Incarnate descended upon the soil of Armenia and predetermined her
future, making Armenia the first nation in the world to adopt Christianity as its official religion.
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Safeguarding and Health and Safety issues are taken seriously by Saint Yeghiche Armenian Church,

copies of the policy document are available for view, for any related issues please report or contact
members of the parish council.
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FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

Each year on the Sunday
closest to the date of August 15,
the Armenian Church celebrates
the Feast of the Assumption of St.
Mary, the Holy Mother of God. In
the Calendar of the Armenian
Church, this feast is the fourth of
five major feasts that are com-
memorated, and is the oldest one\
dedicated to St. Mary.

In the Holy Bible, there is
little information concerning the = y‘ g\
details of St. Mary’s life. As a re-| S S P ST IS L
sult, the story of her Assumption :
has been preserved and passed on
to us through the Holy and Sacred Tradition of the Apostolic Church.

Following the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Holy Virgin remains in Jerusalem, and lives un-
der the care of St. John the Evangelist. For nearly 12 years, St. Mary lives by praying, fasting, and
often visiting the empty tomb of her beloved Son. During one such visit to the tomb, the Archangel
Gabriel appears and gives her the news of her imminent assumption to heaven. St. Mary relays the
news to her relatives and all Christians, asking them to bury her in the valley of Gethsemane. St.
Mary also asks the Apostle John to celebrate a Divine Liturgy, so she may receive Holy Commun-
ion one final time. After receiving Holy Communion, St. Mary returns to her room. As the Apos-
tles prepare to mourn her death, St. John asks the Mother of God to leave an image of her face on a
board of wood. St. Mary takes the board, crosses herself and brings it close to her face. Moisten-
ing the board with her tears, she asks God that by means of the board, people would be cured from
disease. As the Apostles surround St. Mary, an indescribable light appears. The Son of God and
the angels of heaven appear in the room. Seeing Christ, St. Mary dies.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle was absent and did not participate in the burial service of St.
Mary. Upon his return to Jerusalem, he wishes to see St. Mary for the last time. Per his request, the
Apostles open the tomb, yet they do not find the remains of St. Mary. According to His promise,
Jesus Christ had delivered His mother to His heavenly kingdom. The Apostles give the board of St.
Mary to St. Bartholomew for consolation.

According to Moses of Khoren,
St. Bartholomew brings the board to
Armenia. It is kept in the Province of
Andzav, in a location called Darbnots.
Years later, a church is built there in
honour of St. Mary, and a convent is
opened.

On the Feast of the Assumption
of St. Mary, the Ceremony of the
Blessing of the Grapes is conducted,
and the harvest for the entire year is
blessed on that day.

The Armenian Church has a deep &
and abiding respect towards St. Mary.
Special emphasis is placed on her be-
ing a mother, her honesty, her unique
spirit of humility, her virtuous behaviour and her unselfish dedication. For Armenian women, the
Holy Virgin is the embodiment of virtue, pious motherhood, and the protector of family sacred-
ness.




3: This week’s message from our Priest in Charge
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR 2025 According to the Lectionary of the Armenian Apostolic Church
18 August Proverbs 11:30-12:4; Zechariah 2:10-13; 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1; Luke 1:39-56
19 August Song of Songs 6:3-8; Malachi 3:1-2; Galatians 3:24-29; Luke 2:1-7

20 August Song of Songs 4:9-15; 8:14; Isaiah 7:10-16; Galatians 3:29-4:7; Luke 2:1-7

21 August Proverbs 11:30-12:4; Zechariah 2:10-13; 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1; Luke 1:39-56
22 August Song of Songs 6:3-8; Malachi 3:1-2; Galatians 3:24-29; Luke 2:1-7

23 August Song of Songs 4:9-15; 8:14; Isaiah 7:10-16; Galatians 3:29-4:7; Luke 2:1-7

SOUL Y EPNUTL UNFLL JUSNFUOEO LA Uhpwlh, Ognumnnu 17, 2025
Ublmbp npnip §p shunpuuphit Up Quiniudobh lipunpmpuiwis wnobihle wngafn hpkifig upuwwghi
nhpunnmniphibbllppn phly hnpuwd huunnnh, jenn hwahi dnnkbug Onifuh <ngquipwpgnijeluul
Ywd hbmwaughly Bylinbginy guuukilwlpn 020 7373 8133 dplsln 10 Ognumnnu 20235.
Qbp nipumnp phynihlgh ppuy:

Assumption of the Holy Mother-Of-God Sunday, 17th August, 2025
All those wishing to donate grapes or make monetary donations in lieu of
grapes, please contact the Parish Council members at church or call parish of-
fice 020 7373 8133 until 10th August 2025. Thanking you in advance ,
St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council

s’ ¢ ol ‘{bPUﬁl on| 0 VO' 0
/ THE ASS/U FION OF ST. MAR
Unipp t Uindwh Munwpug = huwnnnh oph
dunip 11:00 Jyuwmwpyh Uanp

WWﬁWQﬁg htupn.

Numwpuwghs: FEpupunh Skp 3nuljhd Guju Uwﬁnﬂﬁh
Celebrant: His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan

Divine Liturgy at 11:00 am

Wyu wnpht fuwunnnh jud Gnthpuwnnin ptiwb For Grape or monetary dOnatlons

hwidwp <wébigkp htinwaw ity GytintigLnyu please contact Parish office
Qnuubtibitimlyp 020 7373 8133 on 020 7373 8133 or approach a

Jud Uninbiiwy Onipuhu <nquipuipgni ptiwb member of Parish Council at church



4: Zngkhwghuw - Memorial Setvice
Repose of the soul service at St Yeghiche Armenian Church is requested:

There is no memorial service this Sunday

May the Lord rest the souls of the deceased members of our community in peace and console their
loved ones with the comforting power of His Holy Spirit.

Please Pray For Our Sick: Please notify the Pastor whenever you know of anyone who is sick,
whether at home or in the hospital. Let us pray for one another

General

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is here to cater for all of your spiritual needs
Baptisms, Weddings, Baby Blessings, Home/Workplace Blessings, Seniors’ Visitation,
Hospitals/Home Visitation/Prayer, Funeral Service, Requiem, Grave Site Prayers, and more..

Please contact members of the Parish Council at Church every Sunday to request any of the above ser-
vices. Alternatively, call Tel: 020 73738133 office, or write to Email: serices@styeghiche.org.uk

Rev Fr Nshan Alaverdyan is available to visit parishioners in the hospital, nursing homes, or home
visitations. He is also available to conduct Home Blessings, administering Holy Communion, consulta-
tions and other sacramental needs. Please call the church office at 020 7373 8133 or Fr Nshan on
07548 777 147.

Hokehankist Requests: To request a requiem service and include details in our Sunday Bulletin,
please contact us before Thursday Evening. Please contact Mr Viken Haladjian, or approach a mem-
ber of Parish Council at church every Sunday after Badarak.

Tel: 020 7373 8133 office, 07970 146 280 mobile Email: services@styeghiche.org.uk

In Liu of Flowers: Friends and family of the deceased can make donations, in memory of their loved
ones, to St. Yeghiche Armenian Church General Operating Fund.

Donations for prayers and annual membership contributions, in support of church’s annual expenses,

are welcome. Donations can be made;

-By a cheque made payable to “St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish”,

-By electronic bank transfer to “St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Ltd”
HSBC, Acc.no: 42674432, Sort code: 40-02-26 o A

-By electronic card reader at the Church entrance. SRR

i oy

-By QR Code directly to the Church PayPal or SumUp accounts. Scan. ,Qa o,

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is a UK Registered Charity, Reg No 1173403.
Please complete a Gift Aid Form with your donation. Forms are available from Parish Council.

Membership: St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council would like to invite members of the Ar-
menian community to become registered members and take part in Parish activities. Become a dues
paying member and let your voice be heard, be eligible to vote and be elected to one of Parish offices.
Please contact a member of the Parish Council at the entrance desk of the Church or visit our website
www.styeghiche.org.uk



